When Bad Is Better
Ecclesiastes 7:1-10

Introduction:


Quiz:
1. I like laughter better than crying.

2. I like weddings better than funerals.
3. I like to think of my birthday better than to think of my dying day.

4. I like compliments better than criticism.

5. I like the short cut better than the long way around.

6. I like the good old days better than the way things are now.

The key to what Solomon is saying is the word “better.” 

He is not talking about right or wrong, but better than other things.
There are 4 Categories of Better Things:

I. Sorrow Is Better Than Laughter – 7:1-4

A. Looking Back Is Better Than Looking Forward – 7:1 

Solomon is not a grumpy old man. He enjoyed life and tells us to do the same.

Ecclesiastes 4:3

     A time to ﻿﻿weep, 

And a time to laugh; 

     


A time to mourn, 

And a time to dance; 

Thirty times in Proverbs

Prov. 15:13 - 

“A ﻿﻿joyful heart makes a ﻿﻿cheerful face, but ﻿﻿when the heart is ﻿﻿sad, the ﻿﻿spirit is broken.”
Prov. 15:15

“A cheerful heart has a continual feast.”
Prov. 17:22

“A ﻿﻿joyful heart ﻿﻿is good medicine, But a broken spirit ﻿﻿dries up the bones.”
1. Good Name is better than precious ointment – 7:1
Would you rather have a good name or be rich?

Shem = name – Shemen = ointment.
The Hebrews didn’t keep their wealth in banks, they put it in animals, coins and ointment/perfumes.

He is saying that a name (shem) is better than wealth. (shemen) 

But some will ruin the better, name, to get the lesser, wealth.

2.  The day of ones death is better than the day of ones birth.

Would you rather attend a funeral or a baby shower?


What do you usually see on a grave stone?


Two dates 1895 – 1979 (83)


Life is a dash from one to the other.

What happens between the two days determines whether your name is a good smell or a foul stench.
If a man has a good name at his death, nothing more can happen to tarnish it.
At birth you have a whole life ahead of you and the possibility exists for tarnishing your name.

The day of one’s death is better than the day of one’s birth. And, in that case, the sorrow of the death day is better than the laughter of the birth day.

We hope and pray for that baby to do well and serve the Lord, but there are no guarantees. 

So, looking back on a good name is better than looking forward to an unknown name.

B. Learning from Mourning is Easier Than Learning from Feasting – 7:2-4

Wisdom comes from the fires of mourning, trouble and disappointment.

We can be impressed by truth and doctrine, but it usually takes pain to change us.

C.S. Lewis said, “Pain is God’s megaphone”

It’s better to go to a funeral than to a festival.
Fools go to the house of mirth and learn nothing.
Lessons can be learned at a funeral:

1. Death is the end of all men.



2. All have taken part in sin, therefore all die
3. We must be left by our friends.
4. We, ourselves, must leave our family and friends.

5. The lot of others will be ours.
The cup is going around – our turn will come.
II. Rebuke Is Better Than Praise – 7:5-6
A. The Rebuke of the Wise – 7:5a
﻿﻿
It is better to ﻿﻿hear the rebuke of the wise.

Do you like rebuke better than praise?
Rebuke comes from the wise person.
And it is a wise person who accepts it.

Prov.10:17
“He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but he who refuses correction ﻿﻿goes astray. 

Prov.12:1
“Whoever loves instruction loves   knowledge, But he who hates correction is stupid. 

Prov.15:5
“A fool despises his father’s instruction, but he who ﻿﻿receives correction is prudent. 

It is from one who loves you.

Solomon says that rebuke is better than the song of fools.
B. The Praise of Fools – 7:5b-6

﻿﻿
For like the ﻿﻿crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool. 

It is like the “crackling of thorns under the pot.”

It is the praise of a stroker. He makes us feel good about ourselves.

[Rebuke of the wise is better than the song of fools]
If we practice this principle for a lifetime, we will reap permanent benefits.
III.  The Hard Way Is Better Than the Easy Way – 7:7-9


Do you like shortcuts? 
Oppression may cause a man to do some foolish things:

A. He might bribe to gain advantage - 7:7
A bribe is a shortcut to acceptance.
B. He might become impatient – 7:8
The end is better than the beginning. 
He means that we ought to be focusing on the end not just the beginning.

Where will this course of action lead?

What will be the results of my actions?

Satan puts his best up front, God saves His best for last.

God says, serve Me and I will pay you some now, but much more later.

Satan says, I’ll pay you right now. And he does. But that is all the pay you get.

Drugs are a thrill right away,
Then its down hill from that point on. 



The man takes some drugs,




The drugs take some drugs,





      Then the drugs take the man.
C. He might become angry – 7:9
Anger hurts the doer not the receiver. And if he is angry with God, it is not justified. Remember Jonah.
IV. Today Is Better Than Yesterday – 7:10

Do you prefer the good old days?

Memory tells us that they are good.
Our minds filter out the bad things and leave in the good.

If we stop and think we know they weren’t that good after all.

These days will be the good old days in 10-15 years.

Solomon says that we do not inquire wisely.

If we keep looking back we will become dissatisfied with the present because we are comparing the present with something that never was.
Conclusion:

These paradoxes are summed up in a poem by Arthur Bennett. It reads in part. Let me learn by paradox that:

The way up is down

To be low is to be high

The broken heart is the healed heart

The contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit

The repenting soul is the victorious soul

To have nothing is to possess all

To bear the cross is to wear the crown

To give is to receive

The valley is the place of vision

Let me find:

Light in my darkness

Life in my death

Joy in my sorrow

Grace in my sin

Riches in my poverty

Glory in my valley

Are all of these paradoxes a little much for you?
Let me remind you of a very familiar verse – Romans 8:28 -- 
The sovereign God is the One Who makes the bad become better.

Paul starts the verse with, “We know”

What is it that we Know?

That “God works all things together for good, for those who love him, that is, for those who are the called according to His purpose.”

That’s not just Pollyanna,
It’s the Word of God.

And it is something that Paul says we know.

Not necessarily by experience but because God says so.

We live among paradoxes which the world calls foolish.

By faith we call them fruitful.

For now, we will trust the Lord and according to His Word, 
“We will understand it better By and By”
